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The Texas Caver is a monthly publication and
is printed in Abilene, Texas. It was adopted in
1961 as the Official Publication of The Texas Speleological Association, a regional Internal Organization of the National Speleological Society.
The Caver endeavors to present Texas caving
and Texas cavers; Texas caves and Texas cave life;
history, folklore, cartoons, and events of Texas
speleology; and · proceedings and reports of The
Texas Speleological Association (TSA).
Contribitors are solicited on a volunteer basis, and anyone desiring to contribute articles to
this publication may do so. Material to be printed should be typed and double-spaced, and mailed
to the Editor, PO Box 143, Abilene, Texas, no later than the 6th of each month of issue.
Photos
. should be black and white glossy prints, and become the property of the Caver unless so specified
for return by the sender.

A wet helrnetless caver, James Jasek of Waco
Texas, climps back up from the depths of a'
mini-cave beneath Gorman Falls. Jasek, the
author of an article appearing on page 53 of
this issue, contends that Texas cavers don't
check out enough of the little caves, might
be missing an enjoyable caving experience.
Taken on Plus-X film using Nikonos.
THE TEXAS SPELEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION is an
organization of caving and speleological ·
clubs and chapters of the National Speleological Society in the State of Texas.
The purposes and aims of the TSA are s imilar to those of the Nati0nal Speleological
Society, to promote the exploration a nd
study of caves in the state of Texas, and
promote fellowship among the members.
OFFICERS (1969) of the TSA are:
CHAI RIVJAN • • • • •
.A. Richard Smith
VICE CHAIRMAN
David Merideth
SECRETARY-TREASURER
. . Suzanne Wiley
P. 0. Box 4563, TT Station
Lubbock, Texas
79409

Subscription Price (12 issues) ----- $3.00
Complimentary Subscriptions to
Organizations for cave owners ---- 1.50
.25
Single copies ---------------------EDITOR • • • . • •
PUBLISHER • • • •
PHOTOLITHOGRAPHER •
ADVERTISING DIRECID R
PHOTO TIPS EDITOR
TYPING & LAYOUT •
ASSENBLY • . • • .

• George Gray
• James Estes
Bryant Lilly
Bart Crisman
Pete Lindsley
James Estes
'bilene Grotto, NSS
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BASIC RULES FOR CAVE CONSERVATION
1 - Collecting or in any way damaging formations is prohibited.
2 - Caves should not be littered with refuse of any kind.
3 - Cave walls are not to be desecrate~
with smoke writing, signs, or arrows.
4 - All used carbide will be carried out
of the cave, buried, or placed in a trash
receptacle.
5 - Archeological sites should be left to
skilled archeologists.
6 - Cave fauna (animals) should
not be
disturbed or collected unless you are associated with a particular scientific endeavor;·
TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES,
BUT FOOTPRINTS ••••

LEAVE

NOTHING

"To preserve caves in their natural state,
we must have a mutual concern for
cave
conservation."·,
-- R. de Sausseure

----
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Blowing 1n The Wind
Ronnie
In the summer of 1966 my cousin Mike Bales
and myself were visiting various caves in Williamson County. One morning we were stopping
at farm houses trying to find someone who could
direct us to Jacob's Well, a cave nearby.
After several unsuccessful tries, we stopped at a farm belonging to a young · rancher, and
his mother told us she didn 1 t know where Jacobs
We ll was but that they had two caves on their
farm.
You can imagine my interest since I knew
there were no known caves in this area other
than Jacob's Well.
She told us to return in
the afternoon and her son would take us to the
caves.
During the wait we found and visited Jacco b' s Well and returned to the farmhouse.
After introductions, the farmer took us to
his back pasture and showed us the two caves.
One was a sink in the NE corner of this pasture.
It contained trash and some barbed wire and
looked very unpromising after I had climbed in
and looked around.
Perhaps a complete excavation would reveal something.
The second cave was an entirely different
thing; It was a narrow fissure in a shallow
sink. Much to my excitement there was a strong
rush of air coming from the fissure. It was
enough to blow leaves and dirt into the air.
The owner stated that the cave was also
known to suck air occasionally. However, during each of our trips,
the cave was in the
blowing phase.
Realizing the potential of this cave,known
locally as Wind Cave, Mike and I were anxious
to enlarge the fissure.
After moving a few of
th .e easier rocks we realized that we lacked
both time and tools.
So promising to return
soon, we said goodbye to our host.
A few weeks later, in September, Lee Skinner and I returned.
After losing a plug from

I

•

Fieseler
the water pump of Lee's Haggoneer, we arrived
dri pping and spraying water. We decided to
worry about that later and quickly unpacked our
gear and started to dig.
Appr oximately five hours later I decided I
could wigg le down the fissure. Taking my time,
s i nce it looked extremely snakey and also be~
cause the o~~e r had told of killing dozens of
rattl ers in and around the cave, I slowly wiggled down about ten or twelve feet. I then
sque ezed headfirst under
an opening to the
right and found myself in a CAVE!
The passage was eight to ten feet wide, a
foot and a half to t hree feet high, and extended beyond the area lit by my carbide lamp. My
exci tement knew no bounds as I yelled the good
news up to Lee.
But ..• what were those four sets of red,
glovQng and closely spaced eyes looking at me
from a shadowy corner?
Without hesitation I decided they were
rattlers, and also without hesitation I returned to the surface.
After consulting with Lee, we decided they
were daddy longlegs spiders since he had seen
their eyes glow red in night outside. Bravely
I went back down and after clearing away some
more rubble, Lee joined me. We had not crawled
f i ft een feet when I found an old rusty pocketknife wi th one blade open, probably carried in
by some racc oon.
We passed some rocks after ten more feet
and still crawling and then the ceiling rose a
foot or two and the passage got wider and looked mor e promising.
In t his area we found assorted animal
dro ppings and two fairly recent fox skeletons.
The cave was almost devoid of formations.
Pushing on, we found that the cave began to
narrow notice ably and slabs of breakdown formed
the floor and finally rose and met the ceiling
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as the passage ended in a tiny flat room.
We were disappointed and puzzled.
The
size of the cave (about 75 feet long) did not
correspond with the volume of air rushing out
the entrance.
Then we noticed a flow of air
coming from under the breakdown.
After investigating and seeing that we
would have to blast to get through the breakdown, we turned and star ted out. On the way I
stuck my head into a crevice on the left hand
side of the passage (r~ht side coming in) and
. saw that it might be opened up with some difficulty. After arriving topside, we went to the
house and reported our finds to the owner, who
expressed much interest in the cave.
The following morning,
Lee and I were
joined by my two cousins, Mike Bales and Bill
Jones, both from Gatesville. Leaving them to
the problem of Wind Cave, Lee and I whittled a
wooden plug for his water pump and left to visit a few other caves and return home.
My next trip to the cave was in September,
1967. Byll Green and I stopped by for a quick
visit on our way home from Natural Bridge Caverns.
We went in and out of the cave and then
home. No digging was done on the cave that
trip. However, we did remove the knife and the
fox skulls and bones. No one had entered the
cave during the year we had let pass between
visits, and everything was just as we had left
it.

Since I was to leave for Marine Corps Boot
camp in February, 1968, I decided to make one
more trip to Wind Cave.
In the first part of February,Danny H~rris
and myself arrived at the cave. Once inside, I
assaulted the crevice with my rock hammer •
Five hours l ater, I was able to squeeze through

self· portrait
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for about 20 to 25 feet and into a small room
floored with breakdown.
A small flow of air was felt, but a definite direction could not be determined. Blasting would again be required to make any further
progress.
Deciding that we had done our best,
we left the cave.
This cave has definite possibilities backed up by several facts. Most of the larger
caves in the county are between 40-60 feet below the surface. Wind Cave i s only about 20-25
feet below at it's lowest po int. A lower passage connected by small cracks and crevices in
the breakdown wo uld account f or the f low of ai r.
At times it s eems t o blow about half as much as
Blowhole Cave near Del Rio, although it has
never been measured accurately. The long axis
of the cave runs in the same direction as that
of Cobb Caverns and other similar caves in the
county.
There are also stories of holes and
cracks nearby which have r eportedly been filled
with rocks and dirt years ago.
If you are interested in working in the
cave, please contact Ronnie Fieseler by writing
in care of 305 Bayless Drive, Euless, Texas,
76039, or address an inquiry tp The Texas Caver.
(Note: The author included the directions
to this cave, however, as in the past, the Texas Caver has made it a strict policy that no
locations be publis hed for the sake of the
protection of the owner and the cave.)

HAVE YOU MOVED ? CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS??
IF SO, PLEASE INFORM US SO THAT YOU WILL GEl'
YOUR CAVER, AND SAVE US MONEY ON RETURNS.
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PICTURE SHOWS INSIDE OF MINI-CAVE BELOW GORMO N FALLS.

-

TAKEN WITH NIKONOS, ON PLUS-X.

The Mini Cave
James Jasek
All of us enjoy the great pleasure of finding and exploring a large virgin cave·, but what
about the small cave?
Too often we pass up this cave for bigger
and better find, but many of the largest known
caves were discovered from a very small cave. To
make any great discoveries , all caves have to
be explored big or small. True, many of the.
small caves will lead to disap pointment, but you
may be one of the lucky cavers who will stumble
across a really big find.
Just recently I had the privilege of entering one of our small Texas caves at the Gorman
Falls fishing camp near Bend, Texas.
This is
one of the frequented cave areas in the State
because of easy access to the property, howeve~
it is controlled by fee charges at the camp HQ
nearby.
There are over ten caves in the ·a rea
ranging from the very large Gorman Cave to the
small one room Mini-Cave.
Incidently, the owners of the fishing camp
are clamping down on the activities of cavers,
so be on your best behavior. Let 1 s riot cause
these people to stop caving there.
ll'here are
too many closed caves in the State.
Jimmy Schroeder and myself went 1D the fish-

ing camp to locate a cave that was reported to
lead back under the water-fall toward Bad Air
Hole.
After a short look we found the cave entrance just junder the falls and ·some five feet
above ground level. The entrance is almost impossible to see until you are directly over the
entrance. I cl imbed up and under the falls,geting soaking wet before I was able to stand over
the opening. Lowering myself feet first into
the 18-inch hole I found ·it to be a pretty tight
squeeze.
It was an easy climb to the bottom,
once I was through the opening. I ducked under
an overhanging ledge and was ·able to stand up
and t ake a look around.
I was standing in a
small room about six feet wide and 15 feet long
with .a po ol of water covering the · entire floor
except where I was standing.
The ceiling was
covered ,;.a t 'h · creamy white cave crystals that
were live and wet.
The ceiling in combination
with the water made this a very pretty room.
When I · atepp ed into the water to explore
the rest of the cave, I found the water was 9nly
one foot deep, and at this point the_ ceil~
dipped down to within two feet of the pool. I
had to get down on all 11 fours 11 to explore the
rest of the cave.
By this time I was soaked to
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the skin, so I really didn't mind getting any
wetter.
At the either. ~nd q! the room the cave
made a sharp tum into a small .round room and
immediately ended. ' I, wa,s very disappointed to
B~ th~ least as I hoped thi~ was gping to be a
pretty good cave.
_
.
Before leaving the cave I took one pictur.e
of the room with my Nikonos· J and used a strobe
in a plastic bag.
The method was very poor,
but I was lucky· and the pictures turned out
pretty ·good.
Since I was alone in the cave I
used the flashlight for scale.
As I climbed
out, I handed Jimmy the camera- and he took several pictures of ·my squeezing out of the cave.
All in all, I found this to be a very r~
warding experience even though the cave did end
much too soon to suit me. After all, I call
myself a caver, and this was a cave no matter
how small.
Getting soaking wet, muddy from
head to foot, and squeezing into a small cave
is all part of the sport of spelunking and the
pure joy of c~ving.
So, let's all go out and explore those
small caves.

Dear George,
Thank you so much for the extra ~opy of
the Texas Caver issue with my husband's picture
on the cover.
I am sure my in-laws will thoroughly enjoy it.
Also, thank you for the sub-:scription information v which I am returning to
you properly completed, I hope, so that we will
be on your mailing list in the future.
I do love caving, '-also, although my actual
experience is mostl~ limited to well-lighted,
concrete walkways in fifteen or twenty commercial caves in Arkansas, Missouri, Ientucky, Oklahoma and New Mexico.
I have been on. a few
non-commercial expeditions with Bill, but he
usually caves with Jim Jasek, who feels · womer.
cannot stand up to the physical strain of their
type of expeditions.
In. any case, when Bill gets to the point
where his weekends are free in the Army (if
there is such a thing), we will write you from
wherever we are and ask for names of cavers
nearby.
We may be back in Houston in three
years or po-s sibly 5 years, and i t is nice to
know there are people here we can share our interests with even in a county ~here there are
no caves. In the meantime, we will have to be
satisfied to enjoy caving vicariously through
the pages of the Caver.
So please do keep up the good work.
We
are eagerly awaiting future issues. Thank you
again for your great kindness and your interest.
Sincerely,
Anita Trippet, Houston.
(Bill Trippet's photo appeared on the cover of
the January, 1969, issue of the Caver and was
unidentified at that time. --Ed.;----
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In May, the activities of the Grotto were
limited to small sporadic trips to certain cave
areas due to increased school work and tests.
On May 4th, Sandy -Trout,- · 6harles · _Burns,
Gil Schaller, Henry Kuehlem, Gary Smith, Robert
Penaloza and Mark Barton went back t<t Lealey to
map a bat cave but instead ended up mapping two
other caves, Mahone's Bat Cave and 5M Sihk •
The group also located, entered and explored
another cave, Crevice Cave.
A return trip is
planned for the near future to nap this (Crevice
Cave) and the aforementioned -bat cav.e.
On the following Tuesday, Sandy, Buster
Huntsman, and Preston Knodel! went out to a
Bexar County home'to inspect a hole in somea:e's
backyard. The hole turned out to be a small,
narrow fault just over four feet deep.
The
exploration was done by Sandy who was lowered
by his feet, upside down by Buster and Preston.
On the 11th, Buster and Sandy went to
Leakey to check leads.
On one ranch the owner
said that a cave existed on his land half way
up a hillside in a draw. He pointed to it from
a distance and said " ••• it's under that lightcolored tree. 11 · With these precise instructions
in mind they headed for the draw and. the "light
colored" tree.
Three hours and many lightcolored, dark, alive and dead trees later they
still hadn't seen any cave entrance. Disgusted
and beat they left the ranch for home.
On the 18th, Sandy and Charles returned to
try and find this mysterious cave. The owner,
surprised that it hadn't been found the first
time said 11 • • • It 1 s up there on the left side
of the draw, right next to th?-t Big tree . 11
After two hours of searching the left side of
the draw and around hundreds of "big trees",
they once again gave up and left. They are
wondering if a cave exists or were they just
being taken in.
Thinking of going caving? Play it safe;
go caving with an organized, authorized caving
group. Alamo Grotto meetings are held usually
on the first Friday of each month. Contact
a
member for time and place.
Grotto address: Rt. 1, Box 24, Von Ormy,
Texas, 78073 or 1642 Hwy. 81 South, San Antonio
Texas, 78073 • . Tele. No. MA2-3837.

DALLAS · F. W.
Again in May there was little Grotto activity.
At the regular May meeting there was a
demonstration of old and new climbing equipment.
The following weekend a trip was made to a fuy
Scout Ranch near Bridgeport for some practice
climbing.
(Continued on page 56)
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Announcing-

I
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TSA Patches & Decals in 4 brilliant
colors. Never before offered at these
low prices. Both armpatch and decal
are 4" in diameter and of the design
shown to the left. Due to insufficient ·
funds on hand, however,
it will be
necessary for us t o collect orders and
money before ordering.
I f enough
orders are received, we will be able
to offer a sizable refund! So order
as many as you can, get your friends
to order some.
Collect
orders a t
Have your
Club and Grotto meetings.
Club or Grotto order extras for new
members who will be coming in in the
future.
We will be reordering but we
do need a ~arge first order to keep
the price down.
Remember, the more
people that order, the cheaper they
will be.
Don't forget that refund
I promised. It could be up to 35¢ on each patch. He'll have as
many patches made as we have money for, so get your order in no>-r!
Because of the way this order is being made, it may be August or
so before we can deliver. So we ask that the most permanent of
your addresses be used.
Remind all Texas Cavers that they are automatically members of the
Texas Speleological Association if they cave in Texas. Let them
also be identified as one of the elite--a TEXAS CAVER!
PLEASE HURRY, AND WE WILL TOO!
Thanks,

.h!J~

Order From:
TSA PATCHES
P . 0 • Box 221 3
Texas A&I University
Kingsville, Tex 78363

*Offer approved by TSA Board of Governors, April 19, 1969.
Please send me the following items:

____ 4" 4-color cotton armpatches
_ _ _ 4 11 4-color window decals

@

@

$1 .00 ea ........•............ $ _ _ _ __

$0.35 ea ...............•.....•.•.
Total enclosed:

Make checks or money order payable to TSA PATCH FUND.
NAME ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ------------------------------------------------------------C I T Y - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - STATE-----------------

ZIP _ _ _~-
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(Dallas-Ft. Worth, cont.)
The only cave trip reported was to New
Mexico. Pete Lindsley and John JvicNutt met some
New Mexico people for a mapping trip in Dry Pot
Cave.
Grotto address: 6621 Sunnyland Lane,Dallas
Texas 75214

PLEASE SEND grotto or club news items for
publication in the NEWS section· for your organization. Jot down the previous month's activities, caves visited, mapped or explored , then
send to: The Texas Caver, PO Box 143, Abilene,
Texas, 79604. Do it now! See your club's news
in print. What is your group doing as far as
caving in Texas is concerned?

ADVERTISE IN THE CAVER. You only help yourself
and the Caver. You need that old item sold, &
we need the money. Write today for advertising
rates. Bart Crisman, 658 N Willis St., Abilene
Texas, 79603.

THE TEXAS CAV!<l

Be a helper
As you can readily see by this "great huge"
issue that we lack quite a bit in producing one
first rate magazine. We need your news. True ,
if we could afford to pay for articles we would
have no troulbe getting the material for a good
issue. Seriously ..• this is your magazine, caver
of Texas{ it is for you and for your enjoyment ..
(we hopeJ. If you cave, even in a small ffilnl ~
sized cave, we covet your article about such.
Black and white photos are always needed fur
cover shots. We will gladly return your pnotos l
if you will tell us to--otherwise they become the
property of the Caver.
We'll print about anything, if, in our own
judgment it is printable.
Thanks in advance for your cooperation!

Before we run out
1968 OOUND VOLUNES of THE TEXAS CAVER
$ 4. 00
Wire bound with stiff attractive grey covers .
DEEP CAVE, TEXAS, PRELHliNARY REPORT ---- ea •. 50
1965 TSA Project

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO BABY BUZZARD?

PRINTED MATTER
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

HANDY SURVEY BOOKS---------------------- ea .. 10
With cave mapping instructions

